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Treatment
 iegs, may appear on any part of the body and are generally about the
size of a gooseys egg. They usually last about three days, but sometimes
they may persist for several weeks, especially when situated on the face.
On the hand or forearm they give rise to a sensation of soreness, as if
the part had received a severe blow. As a rule they are hot both sub-
jectively and objectively. Disappearing as mysteriously as they have
arisen, they are now regarded as allergic reactions of the tissues in
response to the toxins given offby the parasite (F. Fiilleborn; and N. H.
Fairley).
No specific treatment has been discovered for this filarial infection.
Cool compresses and cooling lotions appease the pain, and heliobrorn
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fig. 67.—Calabar swelling on dorsum of hand in European lady
from the Congo
(described by the makers as dibromotannate of urea) 10 per cent in 70
per cent alcohol relieves the irritation. Other lesions produced by the
filaria are urticaria, dermatitis, hydrocele, abscess formation, and lymph-
atic oedema of one or both legs.
5.-SETARIINAE
(1)—Acanthocheilonema perstans
ideographical 494] Acanthocheilonema perstans (Manson, 1891; Railliet, Henry, and
distribution Latlgeroilj 1912) is very common throughout tropical Africa, especially
on the West Coast and in Northern Rhodesia and Uganda. It has been
reported from western Venezuela, Trinidad, the Guianas, and northern
Argentina, It is possibly also abundant in New Guinea. This filaria does
not produce any pathological effects as far as is known.
Morphology A. perstans is a long cylindrical filaria. The male measures 45 mm. in
length by 0-06 mm. in breadth; the tail is incurved. The female measures
70 to 80 mm. in length by 0-12 rnm. in breadth. The adult worms are
found in the mesentery, perirenal and retroperitoneal tissues, and peri-
cardium. The embryo, or microfilaria, is sheathless and observes no

